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RACHEL LEE DAVIS, appointed to the Commission in 1998, served as Vice Chair for over 

two years. She earned a B.S. Degree from Alcorn State University, Mississippi, an M.A. Degree, 

Secondary Education, from New York University; and holds NY State Certification in Health 

Education, Science, and Social Studies. Mrs. Davis has a record of service with the American 

Cancer Society, the Muscular Dystrophy Foundation, the Heart and Diabetes Associations, and 

the Uganda Children’s  “Tour of Light” which raises money for AIDS awareness. She is the 

Founding Vice Chair of The Witness Project L.I., Breast Cancer in African American Women, 

L.I. Cancer Care, and also a Trustee of SUNY’s Old Westbury College Foundation, Inc., 

founder/first President of Eastern Shore, The Links, Inc.; co-founder/first President, Sigma Psi 

Omega, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.; past 

board Chair of Benincasa Family Services, Inc., Amityville, N.Y.; a member of the NAACP; and 

founding officer of the Coalition of 100 Black Women Suffolk County. She has received 

numerous awards for leadership and humanitarian services, including the Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Memorial Meritorious Service Award, First Baptist Church of Riverhead; “Paving the 

Way To Success”, A Leader Making A Difference, American Diabetes Association; Partners in 

Preaching Leadership, Sisters of St. Dominic, Amityville, N.Y.; Outstanding Woman in the 

Town of Babylon; Frederick 

Douglas Memorial Award, Islip Chapter L.I. Council of African American Republicans; the 

2007 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drum Major Award, and the National Outstanding Secondary 

Educators of America Award. She was elected 2007 trustee of Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, 

Alabama; received the 2009 Suffolk County Republican Women’s Political Volunteer Award; 

and the 2010 New York State Senate’s Woman of Distinction Award. Mrs. Davis is an active 

member of St. 

Mary’s Church in Amityville, and is a member of the Commission’s Housing, Education, and 

Health Committees. 

 


